
Here are old and new references in a list that I gleaned at random from literature review postings.
Original versions (numbering has been tinkered with) appear above APA-compliant references.
Because the assignment encouraged students to share lit search methods with their colleagues, I
retained that information in the APA reference list, but in a different font and different color to
indicate that it is not part of a standard reference list. In papers intended only for faculty and
fellow students it is acceptable to cite Proquest or Aladin. But, as as a general rule, citing any
restricted database is a disservice to readers.
A reader who is not affiliated with a database subscriber will be unable to access the article that
way. When you sign onto ALADIN, for example, you use your university or library identification;
so do faculty members and your fellow students. Employees in the industry may have access to
other databases. It is unlikely, however, that all your medical and corporate colleagues have
access to all of the same databases.

APA references are alphabetized, not numbered, with full, unabbreviated titles of the
journals and magazines referenced.
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The reasons for the changes appear on the following annotated Reference list.

Annotated References

Beck, D.E. (2005). Surgical Management of Ulcerative Colitis. [Electronic version], Ostomy

Quarterly. 43(1), 62–66. FOUND VIA PROQUEST

Clicking on the link in the discussion posting took me to Proquest. One more step (clicking on
“Page Image - PDF” on the far righthand side of the ProQuest screen) retrieved an exact copy of



the pages from the journal and made possible a much simpler reference to the Beck article.

Crohn's & Colitis Foundation of America, (n.d.). About ulcerative colitis & proctitis. Retrieved

February 2, 2006, from http://www.ccfa.org/info/about/ucp. FOUND VIA MEDLINE

PLUS.

Except for being numbered (APA calls for alphabetized references), the Crohn’s & Colitis ref was
almost perfect APA form. It was, however, possible to simplify the URL by using the ccfa.org
search function.

Feagan, B.G., Greenberg, G.R., Wild, G., Fedorak, R.N., Paré, P., McDonald, J.W.D., et al.

(2005). Treatment of Ulcerative Colitis with a Humanized Antibody to the α4β7 Integrin. The

New England Journal of Medicine, 352(24), 2499–2507. Retrieved February 2, 2006,

http://gateway.ut.ovid.com.proxygw.wrlc.org/gw1/ovidweb.cgi

Feagan et al. has more than a dozen authors, and when more than six authors are credited, APA
requires listing only the first six (p. 241, APA Publication Manual). I used Aladin (Medline) because
I couldn’t retrieve it using the Proquest URL provided.

Hatch, C. (2005, June 16). Easing ulcerative colitis. U.S. News & World Report. Retrieved

January 24, 2006 from http://www.usnews.com/usnews/health/briefs/digestivehealth/

hb050616a.htm. FOUND VIA GOOGLE

When the information is retrievable, magazine articles should show the volume, issue, and page
numbers. Since I just recycled my U.S.News copies, I couldn’t track it down.

Rachmilewitz, D. (1989, January 14). Coated mesalazine (5-aminosalicylic acid) versus

sulphasalazine in the treatment of active ulcerative colitis: A randomised trial. British

Medical Journal, 298(6666), 82–86. Retrieved January 26, 2006 from http://www.ncbi.nlm

.nih.gov/ entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=2563951&dopt=Citation

FOUND VIA GOOGLE

APA doesn’t permit abbreviated journal titles.

Robinson, A., Thompson, D.G., Wilkin, D., Roberts, C. (2001. September 22). Guided self-

management and patient-directed follow-up of ulcerative colitis: A randomized trial.

[Electronic version]. The Lancet, 358, 976-981.



Shaughnessy, A. (2005, May 15). Probiotic useful for preventing relapse of ulcerative colitis.

[Electronic version]. American Family Physician, 71(10), 1990–1992. FOUND VIA

PROQUEST

A second click at Proquest lets the subscriber download a Page Image PDF of the article, which
allows much simpler Robinson and Shaughnessy references.

Toruner, M., Harewood G.C., Loftus E.V., Sandborn W.J., Tremaine W.J, Faubion W.A. et al.

(2005, May). Endoscopic factors in the diagnosis of colorectal dysplasia in chronic

inflammatory bowel disease. Inflammatory Bowel Diseases, 11(5), 428-434.

The URL provided for Toruner et al. (http://mayoresearch.mayo.edu/mayo/research/
staff/publications-listed.cfm?personid=10223002) linked to a reference list, not to an article. This
article has more than six authors, so they are not all listed (see p. 241 in the APA Publication
Manual).

And finally, on the last page, a plain old ordinary reference list in APA form.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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